
Advertising & Promotion Commissions, Convention and Visitors Bureaus, and Public 
Convention/Concert Facilities 

 

There have been many calls for a CARES-funded grant program to provide economic assistance 
for quasi-governmental destination management organizations and event facilities for expenses 
related to business interruption as well as marketing expenses to publicize the resumption of 
activities and steps taken to ensure a safe experience.   This is an allowable expense under the 
CRF guidance provided by the U.S. Department of the Treasury. 

Given the looming deadline for submission and approval of the reimbursable expenditures, we 
propose a simple plan of action to reimburse eligible costs for COVID-19 mitigation during the 
business interruption period from April 1, 2020 to October 31, 2020.   

To our knowledge, there are a total of 40 entities that are classified as Advertising and 
Promotion Commissions, Convention and Visitors Bureaus, and/or quasi-governmental 
event/concert facilities.  

We propose a $10 million cap amount for the program.  Each of the eligible entities will submit 
the list of their eligible expenses incurred during the period from April 1, 2020 to October 31, 
2020.  If the total sum requested is less than $10 million, each applicant would receive their 
total eligible request.  If the total request is more than $10 million, each entity would receive a 
pro rata share of the $10 million based on the percentage of their expenses to the total all 
expenses.    

Funding will be from the residual amount of funds not used by the cities/towns and counties.  
Therefore, these reimbursements will not occur until after December 15, 2020. Applications can 
be made right away and eligible reimbursements determined.  

 Reallocation of unspent funding from the cities and counties:  

 Original city/county proposal would be amended to include Convention and 
Visitors Bureaus and quasi-governmental facilities and recommended to the 
Arkansas CARES Act Steering Committee for approval. This represents a total of 
40 entities, but it’s unlikely that they would all have eligible reimbursable 
expenses.    

 Funding and appropriation are currently available for reallocation. 
 Payments can be made by the DFA – Disbursing Officer. 
 Under the current program, cities and counties were given until November 16th 

to submit project applications.  
 In addition, cities and counties have been given until December 15th to finalize 

spending and submit expense reimbursement requests. These amounts may be 
lower or higher than the project applications submitted on Nov. 16th.    

 Based upon current applications and reimbursement requests, DFA believes $10 
million will be available as a reassignment to this project. 


